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In 199,1. lllm dh't"l for SICf>ln::n 
Jo hnson. SC.:\N~• l months (•.arlh~. 
Mkht~el Goll(:t lc, llwet)lor or lht:: 
Olrorn~ and l~:ucr Ugh• cameras. 
hnd shown Johnson 11 protolyrM• of n 
rl(lrftlb!(• scanning lm<;k lhr 4x:'i 
wuern.s. Wh11e John'\on " 'tlS 
lnlrtgncd a.nd lmJ>re5-"(~f . Goll(:tlcS 
lln;l pi1)1Qtypc.: d id no1 (!(-fiver e.·<~ rn 

ordinarily hJgh rcsolwlon (II only 
l:'aJ>Iumd a 30MB lllc). roqnh'(ld kmg 
c.xpnsu rr>,.s, and \V':'IS SQfiU'\tJh:lt 0 1111 

hc.:rSOIII(' IO u.s(~ Johns()n cl\..'\l lc.:ng('t"f 
CA)IINte to "(.(lfll!' lmf k Wfu::n )'()II 
.;an do III.IS li11l 130~10 fll(• )~m\'(• 
ht::en mJkJng ahout. M 

C,ofh'fte dlfl j ll'&l lhtll. fn .fflJIUary 
1994, (:olleuc.: and Johnson tmk I he 
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s<:anrllng tnscr1 and n Olrn camera 
a nd wc.:n• (Mil 10 :;.1)1)1)1. 

' I R'fllC.:ntbc.:r hclng (lll iOp or 
Tc.:lc>;grnph 1-1111 (San Franclsool m•d 
looking tmd: 10\Vmrl lh(• d ly m1d lh~ 
Cold<:n Gal<: Urttlge b(!)•ond mwl s~y 
lng, ·Mtke, y()ur ouu(•m mus1 lw 
appll).'lc;htng lh(• resolw k)n of ntrn.·· 
CoUc.:ru• mtlll!~l. ··we·n 'i!~:_ \wm·l 



Wt!T :\ 1 I hill l im<~ . Johnson took 
Coll<:lu!S r<!SIJOIIS<: as ··pmbahly 
ilwcttutrS pride. bul I dHitft m•llr 
fullr bdiC\'<~ th<! implkm kms. • 

,\hoUI frv<: hottrs lau:r • .Johusou 
i:<lfUJ><Ut :d the digilal and film 
imag<:s . .. \'/hen I lookt:<l at th<: 

\•all<:r. wht~n= .Johusou tunM:<I Ansd 
Adams· d.arkroom into a Mad uwsh 
lah. About 40 JK!Opl<~ aumdcd. 
indudiu~ Admus· S<lft Midta<~l ami 
his graudkids. 

"'II was one of those sptcudHI 
days.· says .Johuson who marks that 

a IIUIUIM~r of JXUll) f7111lk .<>. tulll S<lfll(! 
20.000 i tmt~!s with a Kodak USC 
4W. 

HARUVIJIIU U 
\'JlM~n h<:adiug out <1ft I<K:m ion. 

Johnsou fills his backpack with his 

Stephen Johnson's National Parks 
pr~ect enriches the digital landscape. 

<k t ai I. 1 h<! color <M:n u7tCf. 1 he r<!S() 
lution. I he d\'WUIIiC range r m quite 
s<:rious wtM~n I st~y lilm di<!rl for me 
I hat dtty : · .JohUS()Il st~ys. 

This fcclinp. was furt lt<~r rdnfotn:<l 
when lh<!Y toi)k ott<~ of lh<! III<!S to 
The Uigilal Pond. <utlris print in~ 
houst!. and had a 30x•IO inch print 
nttldt! . .. It completely bk w <!Vt~t)'IKKiy 

away:· n!t:alls Johnson. 

~OfU VlH CHANC.l 0 
,\I t hough Joltnson malizt:<l ·som<: 

tltiltg I tad fundanwmally and fon!vcr 
dl<mgcd ... IM! did not ktll)\\' how h<! 
wet-" Sl)ins to inu:gmu! this hrt'ttk 
through u!d tnolop,r into his \\~uic 
But i t wastf l Ions b<:for<! IM! 
"dr<!am<d u1• smncthing th<U S<MIIlll 
t:<l l ikc il \'.<lftld be n:ally hanl. lik<! it 
would n:ally h<: a dmll<:ll~<! to sec i f 
it WNC r<!af: 

JohnS<m wet-" awatt= thai the 
Am<!rk.<ut Nmi<lfl<ll l 'tui: system ll<MI 
its mots in laudsr.<tpc ph<M<>.;tr<tphr. 
After t~ll. imag<:s by latlllsc:ape pho 
tographN s had hd p<:d ct~rt <~in 
sttt=ld t<:s ollaud ttt t <~in Nmional 
Park status. Bul JohnS<Ifl would <kkl 
a new twist to the ml<: of th<: plk) 
tographcr iu wtti<lfl<II J><trk..;: he 
would pltou~mph p<trk i<utdsc:ttpc." 
di~itally. 

" II st;:(!fll<:d mw an ttppropricue 
thiug to do. to nmke lh<! llrst major 
totally digital i<utdst:tqM! proj<:t:l b<: 
about the Nmiowtl l'arks ... 

This Ntttimml l 'ttrk..; pn~<!<:t IK!p.an 
with a prt!SS conf<!n~nec in )()..,<:mite 

dar t~s "'th<! IK!ginn iu~ of th<! 
Natiorl<lll'atics proj<:cl I uam<:d 
With a N<!W Eyt!:~ 

Siucc th<:n. Johnsmfs b<:cu on the 
nl<kl lh r ttbout six V<!(lrs. visiting 50 
1mrks. fnmt Alaska <Ulll llawaii w 
Not1h Carolina. l l<(s shot aiKttlt 
3.000 full n!soluiMm fi i<!S. tiS well as 

1\(!ttcr U~hl digil<ll sc:mming in ... <:n. 
a G3 Mad ntosh PowcrlkM)k. mkl 
k nS<!S. II<: alS<•Iak<!s his Shlitr .x 
c<~mcm in its owu pttcking t:tL'><:. a 
Gill'o cariJOn fib<:r lriiJOtl a 
ptuk)r<tlllk h<:ad. <111d a GPS roc:dv<:r 
l))r doouncutiug each imtt~<!'S I<M:tt 
tkm. Since W!)5 he·s t~IS() brought 

Oicld 

www.calumetphoto.com 
!'l:q> ~~ "«kf>I"'!!" Or>h"' 11•o:g~~" f.:ll;'-\< 
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'V.Im I bllalath:!re~llemhrillll~<q te ~~lixlall ltd)llillli: llllJ! Oflt 
dqilil in~lln qJi~ !flill;~tm lsayfihl dro ~rme lEt day. 
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l)k;ng hb Kodak OS<: <160 lOr doo•· 
menl.lng r.he projec:A and pho· 
l.ogrophlng ~~_nyrhlng tll..'ll moves 
1.00 mm;h for rhe scann.lng aunera 
or whc::n the W(.~ther~ too l)l)d 10 
•.•se rhe SQ~Hnlng a-rncra: 

Ws PowerBook has 512MU RAM, 
an ln•emal 12(:1J hard dri\'C wh_h G. 
8, ~11d 1 (1(_;6 d rtvc.:s In rCIIIO\'able 
bays so sr.omge bn'r an tss•Je. 11)e 
Power6ook h~s a medl~l)o.'lS(:d CO 
wrller so he's now ~ble 1.0 wt11e 
COs whJie on U1J>S-

The lk·Uer Ughr_ camera l'l..'lS ~ 
6GU drtv(!. and a.llhough he o.m 1>1.11 
more sr.orage In lhe camera. the 
6GU b usu~Jty more than s•Jinc;lenL 
Johnson points out, *lr we're talk· 
lng about ,,fmlS J>Osstble to do In a 
day- c..."•l!t'Htl 130MB a plec::e- 6(:6 
ts plcnry of sr.o~ge. bcamse I a-J(l 
slool more than rna)i>e 30 to 40 
1111~8(..~: l\IJl 40 .tx5 shols In a dl)y 
l.!i "afl lm;re(llbJy Ulli.IS I.ll)) W IIOIJill 

l11m:S ~Jrnos1 IJIII)C(:I_n:l or bc.:cal_lse 
ll's jusl. work bC.:)lJfd bc.:llc.:r. • 



THE SKINNY 
ON SCANNING BACKS 

' I WUI!tll ll€!'.1!1 till u~f ft Clgilcl 

f.IY.>Il:l!}ffl~l!!i." IC11fOOn St"1t l fetf:fiUy. 
T rn a PfU'.IIiloo,JI :!pllE!t in Uloi! ~ 2000 
":,;'~ tw! t:et toot:.lfvfi~ to nv.:. T t:& 
ulef•:• ~ I "~ <lifjlill!!qliputef~.~ 
T41~Y,J tlt fl!>On'i~ thl d <ti;jlfl l~ h. 

''~ Ben,:, list~ c1£ilcl ~••li•:.,} t)&C~t. 
Scttwiny t:A&::Ii catJlE!tM a(! ul6:t &J a 
v.tJoi: l lfl !}f! ('I J)fK)Cllgfftj.tlf:l'i •11110 !)efl 

e f f•lly ~~ l O o!l b'£1! 1 .:t ~I.M?.t~ tn~. 
fii;JII-!.J.If11l)' tile!. f(lf OCIIIIIICI ( jft. f1!l>U l N· 

lrY,J . f11 Cllillli~IUHII, M I 1 "411 oll1atli0 1\. lit:lt1· 
~ potUftil PMJ)O!>el; 

fl~ CN'Il(!{M lufd iOu IU,It:fl Ike fl 
&OI)e(l !ll!flf flf:l, fe<OfCIIY,J l lijlil ia(OI IIIII· 

tiCIIl • ... nn uu: fl!>t>i:.tanee of f• P•&:I,Q• 
SLe~jll.t IIIOiill Ul& ~~~ fl ttlllloill:t 
amy ceo a::.oe.s me cam,;,tl'i ·r.,,,,. 
f.lt.:•ot ,,,r;, ~~ et·.e 1m q. f• time. 

' lilliaWI flfi &J~ 1(§e1S tO lilt: ll'lfOO 
t<'uli <'~ceo o:tt!r'JI(,:jl,'i,()(')(tet:t ·,~r.n RCB 
( lte!S,Ul& lJ(! OOfr,) le«lUieO ill 

~·u•oe (one oocn fa• telt,91':U•.~•o 
fllue). f r(! litlffl!ion i:.flet(!Nify •~ 
CCOs 1111! tllOIY.XI il'<ltne (m ey o!itn Cll ' ~ 
<11'!100 U IY.i. fll\0:1 wrilt:). 

Bc1tt.t ugm ct!}ilcl SC~tll~i'~ I).'ICk!. !.'lSi! 
K<'xlfl\ !o lnli:l~ CfJCt CCO l~.tlliOr.>gf 
10 cle!M!i fl f li{J:I <fJ'fU!'I'oit llflgt: \\ill'! k)o,..• 
t!O~ f1:1d !>U)!')()(II £'allillif.ul!t. Pf<MOfq 
OO(!Iifl !OI.e.IV altji!!Uit:tt: 00101 l:ulfnlCt: (IIlli 
~efw.i~y t'ou1 ro 10010 1SO 1000. 
lilt: lxte .. !o ti!U 1 in lo Cni'J <1 x S·incn •,ie-...• 
® ut'lh I~ a * nlli!Vd .... IIOillef . 

Till! jliiOlogf~fef fOOl~ f11J:I ~ 
p:l~ ()II lite OW'!~(I !o g.'O!II\.:IgYI~ 

Yillllt: tnt: !>Y!>I.I!fn 's 1M!): iu~•:.,.J flfe<t 
pe<>e• ·~ ~l!odm)b}'! afr.:J pef~lMZ 

(72 x 9&nm120nwn llla!;ti•W). P.on.tr1 
ne .. e. fejeclkl•l fl!k') ..... ~ u~e cat•:t!tfl co~ 
\1~ \\iltl fl:l)' «lff.il:tr.)U~ 1'!}1"1! !>OUI(It. 
lfi O f11l ifott'l filii <IM <lfi<X! ts IN!t:l (01 

i 'IICfiul !>101. O( C'Jflll.l i!l:l iu~ A 
P!lf~ i!:'llll: 4!IJOII SY.>'II!o ~lillie~ :t£(1-
<Je9' ee di£i!l:lll Pll•X'liM:tt i111 ~gi1g 

f<lr OU!lloot pl~ogf~l): pottfll:ttl!y ts 
e!W:!WI.lllt: Be!!i:f l.io,j'II!I!CII!Igf!flt:tt: 

M tli:fy C11\l1 <:21 • y ng ca!>lt ~~~ ~kt: tnt: « nn ­
t:ffl S!,il.CI!:Ie (l)f !>IUt10,1oc::.&ti01\. ftmlli.:tll 

J)IY.>Il:l!}ffl j:tly 01 Uloi! t~pe <101\e l:ly 
lotli'Wl 

Bcttu li!}l'ot's Cfnne.ae. Cf1:1 .nrM a fu l · 

OOIOf, 750 x 1000pixo:t l.:l t!!>:'ha i l 8 W · 
Ouili. Tile 11tm St1pe1 8K ffSO PfOrltJe!o •.P 
10 12000 x JS900pxet fe~llllbl (S<t9 

MB). 

fof u)!')(e s·lfell'.nmlon on Beu.ef LV,ll 
~fl1~rltlg l:lMi. Cfnne. ae.. tX)ulid Bell~ 

Ugu 51. (650) 631<~il&:'> Of e.n111 

jJWJ1X=II€JI oJ •LOOul 

fURIHlRING IHE CAUSl 
for the 1:.a~ o:M1ple of }'t'<lrs. 

Johnson has altmnale~ l \\Orking on 
lo<:atiou wilh wmtcing in lh(! siUliM). 
l h!S in lh(! pmccss of finishing 
bound IM)rlt))lios of his Nt~ lional 

Park." pn~t.'<:t. lnten!~ingly. \\hil(! h(! 
hadnl m11id pma:l it, .Johnson lms 
fbund thai collcclors wanl In pur 
dn"(! his po11folios. so printing 
kt."'!f>S him preCly IMISj'. 

I k S currm lly using the L'.pson 
!)500. a pigmenl l><t."(~l inlq t.~ prinl 
er. and 1<)\'CS the abilily to prinl on 
mg pap<:r. Nag paper seems a per 
n!ct f'rl wilh .Johnsmfs imag<:s. which 
<111! sulnl<! and suhdut.'<l. 

·If I look IN1ck 0\'(!f the Jasl 2a 
)'Cars," stt)'S John."on. "thai's 1vhen! 
Ill<! work's bt.'l'fl going since the ' '<:ry 
beginning. I j usl was.t'l hip lo il for 
I he firsl few y<:ar.o." 

This subtl<! color J><liE!Ue. hE! 
IM)illiS OIIL · is so much of whtll Ira 
ditional film ;ud lradilional t:.olor 
phowgmphy htL" tgnora:l." 

UUl Jolut."or(s n~)rk pasl and 
prt!SCIIl is ;tlx)ul more than captur 
ing becurl i ful images. 

·As my gOI:KI f riend David Uohn 
oflcn stt}'S in his writings. W<! do 
hom! an obligation to gi~'(! I Nick ... 

Johnson hopE!S I hat his \\Ork c:tul. 
in some way. "funher the o m:«! of 
lrying to pn:sc r,•c lh<:sc wikl pba!s, 
nol only for their sc:<!rlic val•w . but 

ullirwucly for thai l<n'g<:r cco."j'SWrn: 
plancl carl h." 

Corpoml<! stJOn:«lrs for · wilh tt 
N<!W Eye· indud<! l\dob<! SJSI<:rns. 
Appk Computer. lh!Ucr l.ighl , 
lht)'Siar IJigilal. Di<:OfiiE!d, Digi lal 
Pond. 1~\VIt Iris Graphics, Newer 
T<:dmology. R<Miius. l~i<:oh. and 
Silmr Uron. 

\'is it Johnsm(s fiue arl g;dl<:r}' 
and sludio in Padfica. nt><•r San 
l':'mndS<:o (G50 a55 7507) ard his 
V\~!h si I C, )'IWW .SjJ)hOI 0 .com. 

S LI'IILN 10 11N${.WS 
GEAR flOX 

OIGITAL CAMERAIS) 
))iOCotroecJ <4 >:5 Oco1U. i>l!l€ll 

& ttt'f lig1'4 •b,5 SC<I!Wi!") iol5iYt 
•:,W.J.;. 0CS •100 (on Ni<.c41 1-190!. bWJ) 

LAACE.fOI~t.tAT CAME:RA(S) 
Sif~V·X "" .J ~it.w came.-a 

S.r~ aron 65m•'•· t:.:.t:•'"' ' · lOOmm 100!-e:> 
Sc1~1 'iUifl lf\ llUif!Ul ie.~ 
Goen~ ll.,,. , I)« bO') ' 1m 1a1s. 

Gila:• Cll'"t)(!~l lll .. .:r If pocJ 

OC.IIAI rouu:t111 NT 
ProtOl)IX' ,-..~·"'''''''t /·.d ~pte~ b)' 

&ner 1 i•!' ~ ... ,;~ ?...)1\0uoo 
~· :•:.:.lXJ priollef 

Mach!WI Pa~~ MOe. 3•100:: 
Nt"'..er TecH•Y.liOCJY RAM 

f\+VU. ' 'IC.. arl.es 
i-~ S>j!>l~YI 8.6 ill):l 9.0 
N lotie FlY.A09Y~ 5 ~ (, 

s.:a,-.•h!J SO:twfll'e lOr lliOCotr•:-o C>n'~t.'f.l 

(&:<lef li!l'•l ~tnltle) 
Cf•·•to Cw''·'"~ il'lft~ O.iUJt:-l;.: :.o::f'<w<t~ 

12/l(XX) studio photography & design 51 


