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A Grand View

®T BY THEAM

I 14, Tilm cied for Stephen
Juhnson. Several maonths carlier,
Michasl Colledte, invesdor ol the
Mieomed and Bedter Light cameras,
had shown fohoson & prodotype of 8
povrtahlie scanming hack for 4x5
cammras. While Fofnson was
It rigieed and impressed, Collisgie’s
lirsl proteype el nol deliver exera

PIEE] Al

ISR COEYRIGH T 6

ordisarily high resolution (i only
captured a 30ME MNe), reguired kng
prpEmsuTes, And was somewhat com
herscame tie gisee. Johnson challenged
Collette f0o “come back when yo
can do this fell 13088 file vo've
heen talking abouog.”

Collemte did just that. In Jamary
15804, Colbette and Johnson took the
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SHH B TEPHE R

CIHMSOR

scanning insert and a film camera
and went cant to shiont.

1 remember helng on top of
Telegragh HIll [5an Francisci| and
loesking badck toweand the city anid the
Godrlen Gate Bridpe bevond amd say
I, “Mike, your camera most b
apprmaching the resolution of flm.”
Collerte replied, "W see, won'



wir' AL thar disne. Jofmson ook
Colleltes response as “probably
inventors prdde, Bl §dedn't eally
lully Baeliewve the ineplications.”
Sl five howers Baler, lohnson
cennpeared tha digial aomd lilm
images. “When L looked at the

Stephen Jo i
project enrichies the digita

chirtail. the color accuracy, the resa
ludicen, the dynamic range  'm guile
sorions whaen | say Tilm died for me
that day,” lolinson says.

This Foeling was lurther renforeed
whion They ook one of the Fles 1o
Thie Ligital Pondd, an Leis printing
honse, amd hind a 3040 inch prin
macke. "It complelely bew everybuody
anwary,” mecalls lohnson.

FOREVER CHAMGED

Although lohoson realized “some
thing hal Fumemeatally ol Bcever
chemneed,” Bue dicl nent ke howe he
was pning 1o meegrate this hreak
threugh techocelogy ot his waark.
Bt B wasml long beliore by
“ehrearmed] up something theal soamd
il ke it wonlel Bae really hared, like @
waoeled really e oa challenge to sec f
it were rial.”

Jofumsen was avware that fhe
Aumerrican Naticesl Fark system fund
its roods i landscape phudography.
Aiber all, images by Laadseagde plin
tographers had helped certain
stretches of Band attain Mationa
Park states. But Jobrson wisnld abd
a e twist e thie rede ol the ples
tographir in naticael parks: hie
would photograph park Bindscagaes
cigitally.

"I sened like an appmopriz o
thing to oo, 1o ke thee st magoe
talally digital bndscags: progoect be
alwoud the Navional Parks.”

This Matiomal Farks project began
withy & press confereace in oesemile

Valley, whare Jolinson turmd Aasel
Mdarms” darkmom inlo a Mackniash
Laby, Abssap A people avteaiod,
including Adams’ som Michacl and
his prancdkidls.

"Il was ane of those splencdid
diays,” says lohnson who marks thal

a rmbxer o panoramics, amd some
20,0001 imapes with a Kodak 1150
A40h,

HARLDWIKED
WHeen hesadling oot oo location,
lohnson Fills his backpack witly his

son's National Parks

diay as “the begmnming of the
Metional Parks projoect | named
With a Mew Fwe”

Since Lhen, Johnsons beon on the
rekad lor about six years, visitiog 50
parks, foan Alaska am] Hawaii to
Morh Camlina. Hes shaol aboad
3Ll pesalelan tiles, as well as

landscape.

Hetter Lighil digital seanning insert,
a L3 Macintosh Powertonk, aoel
brnses, e also takes his simar x
CHEITHETE 0 its fon packine case, a
Litzo carbon fiber tripod. a
pewssransic head. and a GES recebaer
tar documenting each mages loca
tiore. Sinee 1505 hes also boaghl

Click!

W

www.calumetphoto.com

S e Workd's Langisd O bine Plaotogragdisc Cakiibing

W e by wrad sl ordor ot o omfieeg

= JBE [ alored Mgt i & PE drarent
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“When | ooked at e detadl fe ooloracourcy, be psoliton and te

dugital mages—! n quie seous when | say film died forme tai day.

ED studio photography & design 122000

C A

L]

5
5
R

ofthe

3

akong his Kodak DSC AGO e discn
menting the project and pho
fongrapiiig “anything thal moves
inck minch for the: scanning canera
or when the weather's foo bad o
s the seanilg camers.”

His PowerBook has 512ME RAM,
an ineemal TEGE hand drive with 6,
&, and 10GE drives in removahle
hays s storage st an ssue. The
PowerBook has a media based C1)
writer so he's now abde in wrile
Cs whibe on (rips.

Thi Berter Light camera has a
GOGER deivie, and although he can pol
e storage in the camera, e
RGEH s usually maore than sellcie.
Juhnson podnds out, “IF we're ialk
Ing aboul what's possible o do ina
day—even at 1300MB a plece—GGHE
i% plenty of siorage, hecauss | can’t
shesnl more than mayse 30 to 40
Images.” But A0 4x5 shors o a day
I% “an incredibly vnisaal amoan
thats almost undwsand of because
it's Just work heyosd heliel.”

i



THE SKINMNY
OMN SCANMNING BACKS

| sl of ey el gl @ chigikad
phaloarapnes  onrson sakd receiy
F'in & phobocgapieeg in D yesar A0
usng e Dl o0 Srealialse 10 me. It
Farwanns | ose digitss exquipinsn.

Ty Jsbwrscon’ 1L o cliged toes is

| mbs Pemtes Lighe cigiial seonnng buck.
SCrniing Dack e i e e Dy 8
ke e of phedographes Wi gen
araly mear] DO Cresle redabaey e,

| Bty T Tin cormme clal, arherLs
i) ArciMiEciural. ant repnrochuc o, knd

| e e LAl purposes

[ sy e s Brecticnn sy b o

Testbed] ssarmes, recorohreg cligled infor s
| Bk wALl D dsssta e O a4 precisiom
Slepprer roles Dhal moees o i
aray T aoross the cameras Tim
e arel eaposes oo e ST a T
Trilinesss array refers o the Eres
ferery ol CELE lesnenis, ecded with RGHE
flrar s, Chal are Do recoided in
| SECEIee (o e o red. gresan, sacl
| ). Tl Maicn b mecissn y Desca rae
| CED are mnonechinosie [Thay S iy
cielect Diacs and watites).
Pesmmen Ligtsn chiginal scarmsing Dbacks s
| Kl s tilingess cobed OO wechikogy
| 1 cledeer A D chyriaamis range Wil e
| muiskse ad smescth g adations Prordeing
| drilirucsly aclpsiable oolor Delance aml
| servaivay Eom SO 10D e 1500 TR
| Tz Dasickss s Ul ang 4 5 Seiich viess
carierd I & standid M holdoker

| T plastogeagpte foouses ard cone
sesy O [He G i s groun gEes,
wrldles D SLern s [arge (rcing area
0 By v s om0 AKD Pl S
(1 = Db V2D clsgonal), Budc-a

| Bicker rejecion alkows e Cames 1o De
usEE Wil any Continucns g soorce,
Al ary intes mal s, crise = osed for
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| By o G k] Case make e Cain-
A St [0 Sk, [ecaton, and A
gl apiny of Ll Type donme by
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FURTHERIMG THE CALISE

bowr thwe past couple o VIEITS,
Johnson has altermated working on
location with working in the studio.
He's in the process of fnishing
bound portfolios of his National

Parks project. Indercstingly, while hie

hadn®t anticipated it, Johnson has
loend thest collectors wand to pur
cherse his port lnlins, =0 printing
kewps hime predty busy.

He's currently wsing dhe Epson
D300, a pigment- based inkjed print
er, amd loves the .'-Ihi.l:il]-' fox print on
rag papor. Hag paper scems a por

lect Bt with Johnsons images, which

are subtle and subdued.
“IN 1 Inok ek over thae last 23
vears,” savs Johnson, “that's whhene

the work's been going since the very

beginning. | just wasn’l hip Lo il for
the lirst few yoars.”

This subtle color palette, he
points oul, "is soomuch of whal tra
cliticseal filin aned Araditional color
photograply has oored.”

But lohnsons work-—past and
present— b5 aboul mone than captur
ing Beautilul images.

“As oy pood Friend David Bohn
olien savs in his writings, we do
have an obligation to give back.”

Johnson hopes that his work can,
i some way, “further the cause of
irying o proserve those wikl places,
nol ondy for thavir scenic waloe, bt

ultimately for thel larger ecosystem:
planel earth.”

Corporate sponsors for “With a
MNew Eve” inchsde Adobe Systems,
Apple Compuier, Better Light,
Uaystar Digital, Dicomed, Digital
Ponc, FWE, Iris Graphics, Newer
Tochnology, Radios, Ricob, and
Sinar Bron.

Visit Johnsons fine arl gallery
and studio in Pacifica, mear San
bramcisen (G530 355 7507} amd his
Web site, www.sjplolo.com.
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GEAR B
DIGITAL CAMERS{S)
Dl 4xh cagital fnsen
Berer Light b scanniing inse
filak, DR 460 on Mison MOk boc)

LARGE -FORMAT CAMERNS)
Sinar- X AL wEs canea
Sinaron Ghmm, 180mm, 3 mm bnees
Schmeicker Slmme 210mim lerses
Croar 12 Read Do G050 pam lens
Lol 20 SO bt el

CHGITAL ECGUIFVERT
Proactype panaramic Adaples by
Bartver Light andd Bayhoisa
Epsc) S50 printes
Iacinrosn PoveerBook 4k, 3400
Mevsar Techmsdogy o
EUR e drives
Apbe Systern BE and D0
Aiobe Freaoshop 5 86
SCannig s for Dicoemss Carnera
[Bearer Lignn softsira]

Cinnes Capirnliss image Garalase soflesaa
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