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THE PARKS PROJECT

WITH A NEW EYE is a digital photographic survey of  selected American 
National Parks during  through . This project will  culminate in a pho-
tographic portfolio, a touring art exhibition, a poster, a CD (cataloging the work, 
demonstrating the technology and discussing the National Park ethic and sys-
tem), and an interpretive photographic book.

The project employs the Dicomed and Better Light x digital cameras, and 
the Macintosh PowerBook G for completely portable digital photography of  
very high quality. The camera is capable of  color, black and white, and infrared 
photographs of  extremely high resolution and dynamic range (up to    
pixels, mb files with more than  stops of  exposure latitude). The panoramic 
images are created by mounting the camera on a rotating head and making a  
continuous scan up to ° (up to   , pixels, .gig).  

The photographs are previewed in the field, on screen, in order to determine 
appropriate contrast, exposure and color balance, and to check composition  
and focus. For documentary and archival purposes, a Global Positioning System 
Receiver (GPS) is being used to determine the longitude and latitude of  the  
photographs.

SPONSORS

Adobe Systems, Apple Computer, Better Light, DayStar Digital, Dicomed, Digital Pond,  
FWB, Iris Graphics, NEC Mitsubishi, Newer Technology, Radius, Ricoh, Sinar Bron

WITH A NEW EYE



Landscape photographer Stephen Johnson has been photographing since ,  
teaching and lecturing on photography since . His books include At Mono Lake, 
the award winning and critically acclaimed The Great Central Valley: California’s Heartland 
and Making a Digital Book. His studio-gallery is located near San Francisco in Pacifica, 
California.

Internationally recognized as a digital photography pioneer, Johnson’s photographs 
have been exhibited, published and collected in Europe, the US and Japan. His work is 
part of  the permanent collections of  many institutions, including the Oakland Museum 
and the Getty. Photographic clients have included the Ansel Adams Publishing Trust, the 
Fine Arts Museums of  San Francisco and the Friends of  Photography. The Friends of  
Photography chose his work as their first digital image in their fine print collector’s program. 

His work in digital photography began in  and has included software and prod-
uct consulting for clients such as Adobe, Apple, BetterLight, Epson, Foveon, Kodak, 
Leaf, Radius and Ricoh. His work with Adobe includes the creation of  the duotone 
curves shipped with Photoshop and ongoing consultation on product development. 

In  he embarked on an ambitious six-year major new endeavor, With A New Eye, 
the ground breaking all digital photographic look at American national parks.  
Now in its final stages, this project has already yielded photographic portfolios, preview 
exhibitions, scores of  magazine articles and many posters. In development is a fine-arts 
touring exhibition, and an electronic disk (cataloging the work, demonstrating the  
technology and discussing the National Park ethic and system). The interpretive  
photographic book from the project is now in design.
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