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(continued from page 87)  places like the
top of Mount St. Helens in Washington,
which he reached in 1995 after an arduous
eight-hour climb up the volcano’s ashen
terrain. With only about an hour to make
images, Johnson captured a stunning pic-
ture of a crater, a lake, and Mount Rainier.
He used a tripod-mounted Sinar x 4x5 and
Sinaron 150mm /5.6 lens with the Dicomed
digital-insert prototype. (He says he now
switches between the production Dicomed
insert and one made by Better Light.) His
exposure was two minutes at f/22. (For better
resolution, instead of capturing the image
all at once, as with film or lower-resolution
“one-shot” digital-camera backs, the digital
insert’s linear CCD sensor array starts at

A book and disk
are in the works.

one side of the image and moves slowly
across it.) Johnson says he made all creative
adjustments to the image on-site.

After recently opening a gallery to the
public to show his work in his Pacifica,
California, studio space, Johnson is wrapping
up the national parks project. His Website
(www.sjphoto.com) displays images from
the series, and a book and CD-ROM are
in the works. Despite his enthusiasm for the
newest technology, Johnson concedes that
the long exposure time required with scan-
ning-type digital inserts (Better Light’s insert,
which he says is the fastest, nonetheless
requires a minimum 66-second exposure)
and the steep equipment prices (an insert
typically costs from $10,000 to $20,000 and
more) are drawbacks. While the equipment
makers tackle those issues, Johnson eagerly
awaits the latest digital advances. |
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