Like Ansel Adams, photographer Stephen Johnson shoots classic images of California and the West’s
natural splendors. But instead of using film, Johnson records his images with a 6,000 x 7,500 pixel
Dicomed Digital Camera. The results are stunning and mind blowing. Johnson’s digitally captured
image on the facing page is a bellwether sign that digital photography has fully arrived. In fact, he is
now engaged in a digital national parks project “With a New Eye” The implications for graphic
designers, photographers, service bureaus, and printers are revolutionary. Currently, this new
technology has few standards in hardware, software, roles, or responsibilities. Chaos reigns. Photographer
Stephen Johnson has met the challenge by becoming a computer ace; adding color separation,

electronic photo image editing, and print production to his bailiwick. He even designed, illustrated,
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Digital Book, detailing his experience.

some serious questions. Will photogra-
phers now assume the duties of graphic designers and service bureaus in the reproduction of
their photographs? Or will photographers provide cartridges to graphic designers, who will take
over the function of service bureaus? Will service bureaus also become print production
facilities, receiving direction from photographers and graphic designers? Or will printers
become service bureaus, too? The common answer to these and similar questions — yes, no, yes
and no (i.e., it’s all up for grabs). While new cameras, software, and proofing systems equipment
vie for industry control, the producers of the printed piece are thrown into an identity crisis,
with a future that is blurry. Perhaps Stephen Johnson alone can work atop hills, and in the

valleys below, secure in his postmodern craft. Photograph of Stephen Johnson by Bill Schwegler
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10 The dots per inch of a digital image must be twice the desired lines per inch of the printed image.
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32-bit microcomputer color systems can produce color ranges composed of 16 million colors. 11




